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The Growing Interest 
in Bible Prophecy 


ver the six decades I have been a gospel-teaching minister and 

careful student of Bible prophecy, I have never seen more inter- 
est in what the Bible teaches about the chaotic times in which we live. 
Man’s inhumanity to his fellow man—from violence on our streets 
to vicious dictators killing millions of their own people—continues 
to worsen. The fact that mankind has at its disposal the most fright- 
ening weapons from nuclear arms to bacterial gasses has more people 
than ever seeking answers to the uncertain future. Many of them are 
turning to Bible prophecy in their search. Even secularists who cling 
to the empty theories of both man’s and the world’s origin are turn- 
ing to the God of the Bible for insights. That is a good sign, for the 
Bible has much to say about the future. 

The crux of the issue is whether or not there is a God in heaven 
who has given us a guide of past history, the present crises, and His 
detailed plan for our future—and especially whether we will truly 
live in another life, what it will be like, and whether it will be forever. 
The 66 books of the Bible contain an incredible number of prophetic 
teachings that answer the questions people are asking in this time of 
uncertainty and chaos. 

One of the greatest Hebrew prophets—called by scholars “the 
prince of prophets’—lived about 800 years before Jesus Christ and 
spoke frequently for God to His people. This prophet’s name was Isa- 
iah, and his track record of fulfilled prophecies serves as proof that he 
spoke for God because only God can foretell the future with precision 
and have it come to pass. 
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In Isaiah 46:9-10, the prophet spoke on behalf of God, saying, 


Remember the former things of old, 

for I am God, and there is no other; 

Iam God, and there is none like Me, 

declaring the end from the beginning, 

and from ancient times things that are not yet done, 
saying, “My counsel shall stand, 

and I will do all My pleasure.” 


Here, God declared beyond all unbelief that He alone is God, 
and for proof, He pointed to the accurate fulfillment of His proph- 
ecies as evidence. Only He can tell, in advance, what will happen in 
the days to come. 

Prophecy scholars say there are more than 1000 prophecies in the 


Bible. More than 500 have already been fulfilled. The skeptic might 


say that is only a 50-percent fulfillment rate. The trouble with that 
objection is that the other 500-plus prophecies haven't been fulfilled 
yet because they are still future. They have to do with the end times, 
an area of study known as eschatology. These prophecies are now start- 
ing to be fulfilled in our day, and we can expect them to continue 
being fulfilled at an increasingly rapid pace. 

For example, it is more than interesting that the people of Israel 
began returning to the Holy Land after expulsion from the land for 
some 1850 years. And since 1948, Israel has been recognized by the 
United Nations as a sovereign nation. This regathering of the people 
and rebirth of the nation are among hundreds of signs of the end 
times that are being fulfilled today—signs we'll examine more closely 
later in this book. 

The point in Isaiah 46:9-10 is that God, through Isaiah, pointed 
to fulfilled prophecy as proof that He is God. On the basis of God’s 
perfect track record when it comes to prophecy, we can trust what He 
has said about who He is, what He has said about the past, and what 
He proclaims will happen in the future. 
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The most basic definition of authentic Bible prophecy is that it 
is history written in advance. Anyone can utter a prophecy, but hav- 
ing it come to pass on schedule can only be done by God, for He 
alone knows the future. This is why it is possible to say that fulfilled 
prophecy proves beyond question that the originator of the proph- 
ecy is authentic. And when you consider that more than 500 of God’s 
prophecies have been accurately fulfilled without a single error, pure 
logic tells us that God is surely the source of all things behind those 
prophecies. I like to call Him “the uncaused cause of all things.” 

With that in mind, lets turn to what God has said will take place 
in the future. 


CHAPTER 1 


Jesus Promised to Come Again 
to Rapture His Church 


O ne of the greatest promises in the Bible is the promise from Jesus 
to His disciples (and to us) that someday He will come again to 
take us to heaven with Him. Just hours prior to His unjust trial before 
the Roman governor Pilate and His crucifixion, Jesus said, 


Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, 
believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many man- 
sions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also (John 14:1-3). 


That is my favorite passage of Scripture, for Jesus’ words were the 
words of God—words that will never pass away (see Matthew 5:18). 
At the time, Jesus was warning His disciples and followers that He 
would soon go to heaven, where His Father’s house is located. He also 
guaranteed He would “come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also.” While this is not the first time 
He promised He would come in what we call the second coming of 
Christ (which is mentioned more than 300 times in the Bible), this 
is the first time He or anyone else referred to the rapture phase of His 
coming. As we will soon see, we have good reason to believe that the 
return of Christ is very close to taking place, and could even occur 
during our lifetime. 

In His promise, Jesus said there are many dwelling places in the 
Fathers house, and that He Himself—who is also the creator of the 
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earth and the heavens (Colossians 1:14-18)—would go there “to pre- 
pare a place for you.” This means that ever since His return to heaven, 
Jesus has been building a place for us that we will occupy. And we will 

be with Him as well! Think of it—He built this earth in a moment of 
time, and there are many beautiful places in it. Can you just imagine 

the beauty of the place He will have spent some 2000 years preparing 

for His followers? It is too marvelous to imagine. 

One of the greatest men I ever had the privilege of working with 
was Dr. Henry Morris. He authored the book The Revelation Record. 
Dr. Morris, who had a PhD degree and was well schooled in science, 
reported that according to his mathematical calculations, the New 
Jerusalem will be large enough to accommodate at least 20 billion 
people with a “home” about the size of one-third of a mile cubed. ! 
And that’s just the New Jerusalem—there will also be a new heaven 
and new earth! 

When we consider that Jesus accurately fulfilled all 109 of the 
prophecies about His first coming, we can believe with certainty that 
Jesus will come again just as He promised. In fact, that is how we 
know without a doubt that He is the one and only Son of God, for 
no one in the history of the world even comes close to fulfilling all the 
prophecies in the Bible that are about the coming Messiah. For exam- 
ple, He must be a man. He must be of the seed of Abraham, the tribe 
of Judah, the seed of David—further narrowing those who could pos- 
sibly claim to be the Messiah. And 700 years before Jesus was born, 
the prophet Micah predicted that the Messiah would be born in the 
little town of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 

Today, almost the entire world knows Jesus was born in that tiny 
obscure village of Bethlehem, which is about five miles away from 
Jerusalem. What is even more remarkable is that Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, didn’t live in Bethlehem at the time she was pregnant. Rather, 
she was obligated to go there with her husband Joseph because of a 
census ordered by the government. Mary had to travel by oxcart or 
on the back of a donkey 90 miles from her and Joseph’s home in Naz- 
areth to get to Bethlehem. She did this shortly before giving birth, 
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the most dangerous time of a woman's pregnancy for traveling such 
a great distance on rough roads. But she had no choice, for she had 
to comply with the state-ordered registration of all the people, after 
which she and Joseph could return home. 

Keep in mind that if Jesus had been born a little earlier or a 
little later, He could have been born in the wrong place. Yet Micah’s 
700-year-old prophecy was fulfilled exactly as predicted. Jesus was 
born in the right place at the right time. Some might say this was mere 
coincidence. But that is more difficult to believe than it is to believe 
that God was at work bringing about the fulfillment of something 
He said would happen. Yet another prophecy is that Jesus would be 
born ofa virgin (Isaiah 7:14), which was indeed the case because Mary 
had not yet married Joseph. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, of a vir- 
gin, during a very brief window of time that had been predicted 700 
years earlier. 

Only the Bible provides that kind of prophetic accuracy. Only 
God can tell us history in advance. And in doing so, He proves that 
He is God, and that His Word is true. Given the track record of more 
than 500 Bible prophecies fulfilled with 100 percent accuracy, we can 
confidently call the Bible alone a divinely inspired book. There is no 
other book like it. 

So far, we have considered only a few of the messianic prophecies 
that Jesus fulfilled during His lifetime. Remember, He fulfilled at least 
100 more! No one in the history of the world can come even close to 
fulfilling that many. Of all the billions of people who have ever lived, 
no one can say he has fulfilled the 109 prophecies that affirm He alone 
is the true Son of God. Only Jesus can make that claim. And if He 
fulfilled all the prophecies about His first coming, we can know with 
absolute certainty that He will one day come again and rapture His 
church to be with Him in heaven. How can we know? Because in 
John 14:2-3, He said He would. And earlier, He had told His disci- 
ples, “Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no 
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). 

The best part of the rapture teaching of Jesus is that in addition to 
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the incredible place He has been preparing for us, we have His prom- 
ise in John 14:3 that He will come again and receive us to Himself. 
As the psalmist said, we will “dwell in the house of the Lorn forever” 
(Psalm 23:6). There are many wonderful promises in the Bible about 

what life will be like for us in heaven. But none surpass the prom- 
ise that we will live forever with God’s only begotten Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

As we are about to see, that may happen sooner than we think, 
for prophecy scholars have found at least 19 credible signs that we 
are living in or close to the fulfillment of these signs. More on this in 
` chapter 3. 


CHAPTER 2 


What and When Is the Rapture? 


he closer we get to the fulfillment of end-time prophecies, the 
more interest people show in knowing more about the rapture. 
Even people who at one time were skeptics are asking questions like, 
“What is the rapture? How will it happen? When will it occur?” 
What many people don’t realize is that these questions arent new. 
They have been asked since the time the New Testament was being 
written almost 2000 years ago. When the apostle Paul visited the 
pagan Greek city of Thessalonica, as was his custom, he preached 
the gospel in the synagogue “for the Jew first and also for the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16). He went immediately to the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath day and explained how Jesus had fulfilled the Old Testament 
prophecies of the Messiah, but the Jewish religious leaders had Him 
crucified. Yet Jesus rose again three days later, just as He had predicted 
more than six times (see, for example, Mark 8:31). Upon hearing the 
evidence Paul taught regarding Jesus messiahship, many Jews and 
Gentiles in Thessalonica came to receive Christ as their Savior. The 
crowds of new believers grew so rapidly that the unbelieving Jews 
became angry and, after three weeks, drove Paul out of town. 


Knowing About Prophecy Is Appropriate for New Christians 
Paul then went to Corinth, where he established a church. While 
he was there, the young believers in Thessalonica sent Paul a letter 
abouta problem that he had not addressed during his visit with them. 
Some of their friends and brothers in Christ had died since Paul’s 
departure. Although Paul had taught them about the promised return 
of Jesus to rapture believers up to heaven, he had not explained what 
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would happen to those believers who died and were buried before 
Christ came to rapture them. In their letter, they asked the same basic 
questions people are asking today about the rapture. 

Paul immediately sent a reply addressing this and other spiritual 
needs the Thessalonica Christians had. Now, on a side note, I have 
always found it interesting that in the book of 1 Thessalonians, Paul 
mentioned the second coming in every single chapter! Remember, 
these people were new believers, new in the Christian faith. Also, 
Paul had been driven out of town by certain detractors after being 
there only three weeks. Obviously he did not think the topic of sec- 
ond-coming prophecy was too difficult for the Thessalonica Chris- 
tians to comprehend. In fact, it’s clear he thought it necessary that all 
Christians should study the subject. The reason that’s so important 
is there are many pastors and Bible teachers today who brush aside 
prophecy as too complex, so they never teach on it in their churches. 
But the apostle Paul didn’t think so—he taught about prophecy to 
new believers! 

Over my decades of ministry, I have observed that studying Bible 
prophecy has three strong benefits: (1) it inspires a sense of evange- 
listic urgency as Christians realize time is short for sharing the gospel 
with unbelievers; (2) it inspires believers toward consecrated holy liv- 
ing in our unholy age (1 John 3:3); and (3) it inspires missionary zeal 
(as it did in the first-century church, which spread the gospel over 
much of the Middle East). It’s worth noting that churches that teach 
on Bible prophecy regularly are usually soul-winning, missionary- 
minded congregations that are committed to holy Christian living. I 


hope you attend that kind of Bible-teaching church! 


Details of the Rapture 
While we dont know when the rapture will happen, we do know 
some incredible details about it. Paul described the rapture in 1 Thes- 


salonians 4:13-18, and we also find it mentioned in 1 Corinthians 
15:50-58, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12, and Revelation 4:1-2. It will occur 
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so suddenly—“in the twinkling in the eye” (1 Corinthians 15:52)— 
that many people used to call this “the secret rapture.” But it will not 

be secret, for the sudden absence of hundreds of millions of people 

from the earth will cause the remaining billions to awaken to the 

frightening fact that they have been left behind—no small number 

of which will hopefully fall on their knees immediately and call on 

the name of the Lord to be saved. Unfortunately for them, as we will 

see, they will still have to go through the horrific seven-year Tribula- 
tion, during which time the Antichrist will rule and unleash persecu- 
tion on all believers, who in Revelation are called “saints.” 

Now, the word rapture does not appear in the original Greek New 
Testament, for it is a Latin word. The Greek term harpazo, which 
means “caught up” or “snatched up,” was translated to rapturo by 
Jerome in the Latin Vulgate. Jerome’s word choice caught on, and the 
term rapture has been used since. 

The apostle Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 are quoted fre- 
quently at funerals, for they offer the confident expectation of life after 
death that the human heart longs for. This is why the Holy Spirit— 
through Paul—gave so many details about the next great event on 
God’s prophetic calendar. This information is a timeless source of 
comfort to Christians during the time of grief that naturally follows 
the loss of a loved one. For death is not the end for believers. Instead, 
as Christians, we can joyfully anticipate seeing one another again in 
heaven. “Therefore comfort one another with these words” (verse 18). 
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that we should live in constant readiness: “Watch therefore, for you 


(verse 44). Then He added 
know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is com- 


season” of His return. Jesus 


Himself said that because deception would increase as we get close to 
(Matthew 24 


verses later He said, “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man 
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CHAPTER 3 
ing the Stage for His Coming 
and the Signs of His Coming 
The Savior warned that we should “watch therefore, for you do not 


he most common question people have when they hear the excit- 
ing details about the return of Christ for His church is “When 


will this happen?” Another frequent question is “Will there be any 


Sett 


Many well-intentioned but misguided people have ignored 


warnings before He comes?” Though we are told we cannot know the 
exact day and hour of His coming (Matthew 24:36), Scripture indi- 
ing” (25:13). The fact we cannot know the day nor the hour tells us 
that anyone who claims to possess this knowledge is a false prophet. 
this warning by setting dates for His return. And they have 
predictions have been proven wrong by the passage of time. 


Dr. Thomas Ice, who cofounded the Pre-Trib Research Center with 
me and is my coauthor on the book Charting the End Times—which 


the end of the age, we should study His Word so as not to be deceived, 
brought disrepute on themselves and the church because their 
includes 50 charts that provide a clear overview of the last days—has 


cates we can get a general sense for the 
particularly about the time of His coming. 
is coming at an hour you do not expect 


know what hour your Lord is coming 
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this to say about the rapture and the signs related to the Lord’s return: 


Taken from The Popular Encyclopedia of Bible Prophecy (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 2004), 310. 
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A Quick Look AT THE RAPTURE AND SECOND COMING 


We need to keep in mind that the rapture is a signless 
event. There are no signs mentioned in the Bible that will 
indicate the rapture is near. That’s because the rapture is 
imminent; it could happen at any moment. It is impos- 
sible for an imminent event to have signs. Because the 
New Testament says the rapture is an event that could 
occur at any moment (1 Corinthians 1:7; 16:22; Philip- 
pians 3:20; 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 
9:28; James 5:7-9; 1 Peter 1:13; Jude 21; Revelation 3:11; 
22:7,12,17,20), it cannot be related to any signs at all. 
‘Thus the signs that reveal we are nearing the last days 
must have to do with the Tribulation—a time in which 
God will work through Israel, and not the church. 


Now, even though the signs of the end times have to 
do with Israel, we can see that these signs are draw- 
ing nearer to fulfillment during the present church 
age. So while Bible prophecy is not being fulfilled 
in our day, it is still possible for us to track “general 
trends” that set the stage for the coming Tribulation, 
especially since it follows the rapture. Just as many 
people set their clothes out the night before they wear 
them the following day, so in the same sense is God 
preparing the world for the certain fulfillment of 
prophecy in a future time. 


Dr. John Walvoord explains: 


But if there are no signs for the Rapture itself, what 

are the legitimate grounds for believing that the Rap- 
ture could be especially near of this generation? The 

answer is not found in any prophetic events predicted 

before the Rapture but in understanding the events 

that will follow the Rapture. Just as history was pre- 
pared for Christ's first coming, in a similar way history 
is preparing for the events leading up to His Second 

Coming. . If this is the case, it leads to the inevitable 

conclusion that the Rapture may be excitingly near. 
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The Bible provides detailed prophecies about the seven- 
year Tribulation. In fact, Revelation chapters 4-19 gives 

a clear, sequential outline of the major players and events. 
Using Revelation as a framework, a Bible student is able 

to harmonize the hundreds of other biblical passages that 

speak of the seven-year Tribulation and come up with a 

clear picture of what is next for planet Earth. Another 

way of looking at this is to see the future time period as 

casting shadows of expectation into our own day so that 

current events are providing us with discernible signs of 
the end times.” 
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So what are the signs of Jesus’ coming at the end of the age? We 
need not be embarrassed about wanting to know the answer, for the 
disciples asked Jesus that very same question shortly before His cru- 
cifixion (Matthew 24:3). 

In response, Jesus predicted the destruction of the temple in Jeru- 
salem—a destruction so devastating that “not one stone shall be left 
here upon another” (24:2). Sure enough, the temple was destroyed 
and burned nearly 40 years later in AD 70, when Titus led the 
Roman army in a siege and attack upon Jerusalem. It is important 
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to note that Jesus did not rebuke His disciples for asking the ques- 
tion. Rather, He answered them by giving them what could be the 
most important end-time prophecy in the Bible (Matthew chapters 
24-25), in which He described four specific parts to the first sign 
of His return. 

Before Jesus explained the sign in answer to the disciples’ ques- 
tion, He warned, “Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will 
come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not 
yet” (Matthew 24:4-6). In other words, before the last days, we can 
expect long periods of deception and false teachers. Jesus continued, 

“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And 
there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 
All these are the beginning of sorrows” (verses 7-8). 

Keep in mind the disciples asked for “the sign” (Matthew 24:3). 
Jesus answered by mentioning events that he called “the beginning 
of sorrows” (verse 8) or “birth pangs” (verse 8 NasB). What are some 
of these significant signs or birth pangs that have served as signs that 
we're drawing closer to the last days? 


World War I (1914-1918) 


As we noted a moment ago, the first sign has four 


Wars and nation rising against nation—World 
War I was begun by two nations, then joined by the 


nations of the world. 

Famines—Because of the war, great famines plagued the earth 
during and after World War I, followed by the Great Depression. 

Pestilence—Millions died in Europe of the flu epidemic. US ser- 
vicemen then brought this epidemic back with them after the war, 
and it reportedly took the lives of more than a million people in 
America. 

Earthquakes—Earthquakes have increased in number all through 
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the twentieth century and right up to today. The days are coming 
when they will become more devastating and cause greater destruc- 
tion and more deaths than ever before. 

Our Lord did not teach that the end would come immediately. 
He said these earlier events would be “the beginning of sorrows” (verse 
8), which is analogous to the birth pangs that precede the birth of a 
child. The first pain does not mean the child is about to be born, but 
rather, that more pains will follow, and eventually the child will come. 

In this case, the first sign means additional signs will follow. And 
they have! And just like birth pains, they are increasing in number 
and intensity as we draw closer to the coming of Christ and the end 
of the age. 

How many signs are there? No one knows for sure, but here are 
several more that stand out to me as indicators that we are nearing the 
last days. I’ve listed them in historical order. 


The Bolshevik Revolution (1917) 


l The rise of Russia to become a world superpower 
militarily is a fulfillment of prophecy. For centuries, 
Russia was a relatively backward nation that seldom 
looked outside itself. The Bolshevik Revolution of 
1917 began putting this nation on a course toward superpower sta- 
tus. Even though the Soviet Union itself is no more, mother Russia 
is still a formidable threat to world peace with her outlandish invest- 
ment in military hardware and her allies, particularly the hostile Arab 


Muslim nations. 

Today Russia has become one of the greatest suppliers of military 
weapons to the militant Islamic factions across the Middle East that 
are getting ready to fulfill the prophecy of Ezekiel 38-39, when God 
does something He has not done in centuries. He will confirm His 
existence by supernaturally delivering Israel from the wrath of the 
Russo-Islamic terrorists who are predicted by Ezekiel to invade the 
Holy Land. These attackers will be wiped out by God, who says that, 
as a result, “I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they 
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shall know that I am the Lorp” (Ezekiel 38:23). Not only the Gen- 
tiles, but also Jewish people will turn to the Lord because they will 
have seen the Almighty demonstrate His existence by delivering Israel 
from otherwise certain destruction. This could spark one of the great- 
est turnings of people to God in all of human history. 


Capital and Labor Conflicts 


The greatest fear of Wall Street bankers and stock- 
brokers is a financial meltdown of epic proportions 
that would see a repeat of the Great Depression of 
the 1930s. We have lived through several recessions 
since, as well as the worries about Y2K as we approached the year 
2000. More recently, world economies were hard-hit by significant 
upheavals in the financial markets in 2008, and even today are on the 
verge of great uncertainty. 

Many of these market problems are fueled by greed on the part 
of politicians, labor unions, and others, and will get worse, sparking 
more conflicts between the rich and poor, or the haves and the have- 
nots. All the work-related strikes and unrest we see in the various parts 
of the world are not just a disruption to society; they are an indica- 
tor that things are getting worse and thus serve as a sign that we are 
nearing the last days. By themselves such strikes and unrest might not 
seem like much, but when they are considered alongside all the other 
signs of the end of the age, they add weight to the mounting evidence 
that Jesus’ coming could be soon. 


Israel Becomes a Nation in 1948—the Super Sign 


The fact that the people of Israel have settled again 
in their ancestral homeland is a miracle in itself. No 
nation in world history has ever been able to main- 
tain its national existence after having been removed 
from her national homeland for hundreds of years. No nation, that 
is, except Israel! 

Ever since the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, the Jewish 
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people have faced ongoing persecution. Their dispersion to other 
nations was predicted by Christ, who spoke of the events of AD 70 
when He said, “They will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away 
captive into all nations” (Luke 21:24). After a Jewish revolt was cru- 
elly suppressed by Rome in AD 135, the Jewish people were prohib- 
ited from entering Jerusalem and driven out of their land. Through 
the centuries they became scattered all over the world, just as God’s 
prophets predicted. Yet in the middle of the nineteenth century, some 
1850 years later, they began returning to their homeland. Today, more 
than six million live there. That the Jewish people even exist today is 
a testimony of God's faithfulness to His people! And that they are liv- 
ing in their homeland of Israel is itself a miracle! 

US President Harry Truman played a key role in Israel’s reestab- 
lishment as a nation. His Bible-teaching mother taught him that ifhe 
ever had a chance to do something to help Israel, he should do so. That 
chance came in 1948, when Truman enticed 18 other members of the 
United Nations to vote for official statehood for the then-fledgling 
nation. Because Israel is a nation once again, it is now possible for 
other end-time prophecies about the nation to be fulfilled. 


Increase in Travel and Knowledge 


Up to the 1900s, travel was primarily by horse- 
| back, riverboats, ocean liners, and trains—none of 
which were particularly fast. But today we can shoot 

rockets into outer space at speeds in excess of 24,000 

mph. What has made that possible? An increase in knowledge, just 

as predicted in Daniel 12:4, where we are told that at “the time of the 

end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 

How did one of the most famous Hebrew prophets know to con- 
nect the future increase in travel (“run to and fro”) to the increase 
in knowledge some 2500 years ago? The Holy Spirit illuminated 
him with divine inspiration. Just as Daniel 12:4 says, both travel 
and knowledge have increased dramatically, yet another sign we're 
approaching the end of the age. 
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Scoffers 


Another sign is that “scoffers will come in the last 
days, walking according to their own lusts” (2 Peter 
3:3). We are told they will deny creation and the 
judgments of God, including the worldwide flood 
(verses 4-6). Who can deny this is already happening? America was 
founded upon Judeo-Christian principles by leaders who professed 
belief in God and Christianity. Yet today we are witnessing the denial 
of the very principles that made America a great nation and people. 

The education system is hostile toward Christianity and has 
removed almost all semblances of recognition and respect for it, and 
Jesus has become increasingly rejected and ridiculed in the public 
arena. 


One-World Religion 


The false prophet who will arise during the seven- 
year Tribulation period will enforce a one-world reli- 
gion on all mankind (Revelation 17:11-18). Never 
before has the world seen such a great movement 
toward a universal religion as today. All it will take for this to happen 
is for the Antichrist to impose it upon the world’s people. 


One-World Government 


Over the last century, many world leaders 
have advocated that a one-world government is 
the only way we can hope to enforce world peace. 
We have seen expressions of this in the attempt to 
start the League of Nations in 1919 right after World War I and 
the creation of the United Nations in 1947. Today the United 
Nations is trying, in various ways, to secure more governmental 
power over the sovereignty of independent nations. All of this, of 
course, will pave the way for the Antichrist’s coming one-world rule. 
While we do not know the exact events that will lead us to the 
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one-world government predicted in the Bible, we do know that in the 
last days there will be a world government led by ten kings or heads 
of regions (Daniel 2:40-43; 7:23-24). The Bible also predicts that 
this government will control the commerce of the world—probably 
through a one-world currency. There will be a one-world commer- 
cial system and a one-world religion established and controlled by 
the one-world government, or the dictator who controls it. We see 
all of this described in Daniel chapters 2, 7-8; Matthew 24:15-22; 
2 Thessalonians 2:8; and Revelation chapters 13, 17-18, among other 
passages. 

These are only some of the many signs that the last days could be 
very close at hand. 


CHAPTER 4 


The Two Stages of the One 
Second Coming 


any who study Bible prophecy find it a bit confusing that our 

Lord’s second coming will take place in two phases. Phase one 
will take place in the air when Jesus raptures His church up to the 
Father's house before the Tribulation, and phase two will happen when 
He comes to the Earth to set up His 1000-year kingdom of peace. 
Careful study shows Jesus is physically coming back to this earth only 
once. This is what is popularly called the second coming, or the glo- 
rious appearing. In Zhe Popular Handbook on the Rapture (Eugene, 
OR: Harvest House, 2011), coauthor Ed Hindson and I point out 
that there is a vast difference between the rapture of the church up to 
the Father’s house and the glorious appearing. 

Both the rapture and glorious appearing are considered phases 
of the second coming—first Christ will take up the saints who meet 
Him in the air, and then seven or more years later He will return down 
to the earth with His saints. So there is one second coming, in two 
distinct phases. In fact, I have found at least 15 distinct differences 
between the rapture phase and the glorious appearing phase, which 
I’ve documented in the chart on page 27. Note these differences care- 
fully, along with their supporting scriptures. 

I am persuaded the apostle Paul had these two separate phases 
of the Lord’s second coming in mind when he wrote the following 
words to his young friend Titus, whom tradition suggests was the lead 
pastor to the Christian churches on the isle of Cyprus: 
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THE 15 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 
RAPTURE AND THE GLORIOUS APPEARING 


Rapture / Blessed Hope 


Glorious Appearing 


-y 


1. Christ comes in the air for His 
own 7 Thessalonians 4:14-17 


. Christ comes with His own to 


earth Revelation 19:11-16 


. Rapture/translation of all . No one raptured 


1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 
1 Corinthians 15:50-54 


. Christians taken to the 
Father’s house John 14:1-3 


. Resurrected saints do not 


see Father's house 


. No judgment on earth . Christ judges inhabitants of 


earth Matthew 25:31-46 


. Church taken to heaven 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 


. Christ sets up His kingdom 


on earth Revelation 19-20 


. Imminent—could happen any 
moment Matthew 24:42-44 


. Cannot occur for at least 


7 years Daniel 9:26-29 


. Many signs for Christ’s physical 


coming Matthew 24:3-36 


. For believers only 
1 Thessalonians 4:14 


. Affects all humanity 


Revelation 1:7 


. A time of joy Titus 2:13; 
1 Thessalonians 2:19-20; 4:18 


. Time of mourning 


Revelation 1:7 


. Before the “day of wrath” 
(Tribulation) Revelation 3:10; 
1 Thessalonians 5:8-9 


. Immediately after Tribulation 


Matthew 24:29-36 


. No mention of Satan . Satan bound in abyss for 1000 


years Revelation 19:20-20;3 


. The judgment seat of Christ 
1 Corinthians 4:5; 
2 Corinthians 5:9-10 


. No time or place for 
judgment seat of Christ 


. Marriage of the Lamb 
Revelation 19:7-10 


. His bride as an army descends 
with Him Revelation 19:11-14; 
Jude 14 


. Only His own see Him 
1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 


. Every eye will see Him 
Revelation 1:7 


. Tribulation begins 
Matthew 24:9-32; 
2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 


. 1000-year kingdom of Christ 


Revelation 19:11-15; 20:4-6 


begins (Great White Throne) 
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The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 

men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in 

the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glori- 
ous appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ 

(Titus 2:11-13). 


The “blessed hope” is an apt description of Christ coming in the 
air for His church at the rapture (the New Testament Greek term 
translated “hope” in Titus 2:13 is not speaking of something merely 
wished for, but of a confident expectation that Jesus absolutely will 
return for His church). 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Paul wrote about the rapture to bring 
comfort to those who had lost loved ones prior to Christ's return. The 
Christians in Thessalonica were concerned that their deceased loved 
ones had missed the rapture. The glorious appearing, on the other 
hand, features Jesus coming to the earth as King of kings and Lord 
of lords to end the Tribulation and to set up His 1000-year kingdom. 
Both events are part of the second coming, yet neither encompasses 
the event in its totality. 

The first phase of the second coming is the rapture. That’s when 
believers “who are asleep” in Jesus (those who have died) will be 
taken up in the air and then joined by believers who are alive at that 
moment. They will all be transformed and given new, glorified bod- 
ies (1 Corinthians 15:50-58). Then Jesus will take these believers to 
the Fathers house to be with Him forever. Meanwhile, those who 
are left behind on the Earth will experience what Jesus said would be 
the worst seven-year period in the history of the world: “There will 
be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the 
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21). 

This horrific period will culminate with the return of Jesus to 
the Earth, or the physical phase of the second coming, which Paul 
labels the “glorious appearing.” It is obvious these two phases are not 
the same and cannot occur at the same time. The “blessed hope,” or 
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rapture, occurs prior to the Tribulation, whereas the glorious appear- 
ing occurs at the end of that seven-year period and includes unbeliev- 
ers who will be judged for rejecting Christ. 


Two Distinctly Separate Phases 


When we carefully examine the 15 differences between the rap- 
ture of the church and the glorious appearing on Earth, it becomes 
very clear that the two cannot possibly occur simultaneously. They are 
two distinctly different events. First is the second coming of Christ in 
the air for His church. Then seven or so years later He will come to 
the Earth in the glorious appearing, in which He will defeat the rebel- 
lious armies of the world, cast the Antichrist and false prophet into 
the lake of fire, and bind Satan for 1000 years so the world can enjoy 
peace, prosperity, and blessing. 

I have included this list of 15 differences in several of my books, 
and to date I have not received a single letter that attempts to explain 
away these clear-cut distinctions. Of all the differences on the chart, 
I believe number six is the most compelling. That’s because the rap- 
ture could take place at any moment, for it is imminent. ..but not so 
for the glorious appearing. It cannot occur until after Israel and the 
Antichrist sign their covenant and, three-and-a-half years later, the 
Antichrist desecrates the temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 9:27). What is 
more diverse than a rapture that could occur at any time, and a glo- 
rious appearing that cannot happen until the end of the seven-year 
Tribulation? 

That is why we are to share Christ with as many people as possi- 
ble—so that they will be ready at any time for the rapture, when the 

“last trumpet” for the church is sounded (see 1 Corinthians 15:51-58). 
While no one knows “that day and hour” (Matthew 24:36), we cer- 


tainly can recognize the season in which we are now living. 


CHAPTER 5 


The Judgment Seat of Christ 


fter the rapture, the first event that will take place in the Father's 

house in heaven will be the judgment seat of Christ. That's when 

every Christian will be judged according to his or her faithfulness, and 
rewards will be meted out accordingly: 


We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad 
(2 Corinthians 5:10). 


Why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show 
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ (Romans 14:10). 


Now, the fact we must appear before this judgment seat so that we 
might be rewarded “according to what [each] has done” doesn’t mean 
we are saved by works. Good works do not save us. Many Christians 
have memorized Ephesians 2:8-9, which says, “By grace you have 
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” That salvation is not a 
result of our good works is a well-established biblical fact. We can do 
nothing to earn our way to heaven. But few believers remember the 
next verse: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them” (verse 10). 

Part of my passion as a prophecy teacher and writer is to help 
Christians recognize that we now are “His workmanship, created in 
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Christ Jesus for good works,” and that we will give account at the 
judgment seat of Christ, for how faithful we have been in service to 
Him. 

We find insightful descriptions of that judgment in the follow- 
ing passages: 


.. deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus (1 Corinthians 5:5). 


No other foundation can anyone lay than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on 
this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the 

Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; 
and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If 
anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will 

receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suf- 
fer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire 

(1 Corinthians 3:11-15). 


Judgment of Believers 


Judgment by Fire 
1 Corinthians 3:11-15 


Good Works Bad Works 
Ephesians 2:10 
- Quality . Good works 
Matthew 25:14-30 done with 
. Quanti evil motives 
Luke 19:11-27 Matthew 6:2 


. Hidden counsels 
1 Corinthians 4:5 


Warning: . Unconfessed sin 
2 John 8 1 John 1:9 


Time 
Matthew 20:1-16 
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These scriptures establish the fact all of us, as believers, will be 
judged for the works we do from the time we were born again into the 
family of God. We should all have the goal of being faithful servants 
who need not to be ashamed when the fire of His judgment falls on 
our works to determine whether they were done with the right moti- 
vation. Because Christ is a just judge, all things will be taken into 
consideration, including our talents, training, time available to serve, 
and more. In addition, according to Scripture, there are five special 
crowns that will be presented to us at this judgment. 


Rewards That Last 

The two greatest enemies of Christian service—selfishness and 
laziness—will end up robbing many of God's children of rewards they 
could have received. Don’t let these enemies overcome you lest you 
become a victim of the judgment of loss (1 Corinthians 3:15). 

What kinds of rewards will we who are Christians receive when 
we are judged? The Bible mentions five specific crowns reserved for 
those who are faithful to do God’s work. 


Incorruptible Crown. This crown, often called “the 
__victor’s crown,” will be conferred upon those who 

“keep under [their] body, and bring it into subjec- 

tion” (1 Corinthians 9:27 xv). That is, those who 

have purged themselves from the inducements 
and pleasures of the world in order to be of profitable service for the 
Lord Jesus Christ will merit this crown. 


Crown of Life. Often called “the martyr's crown” or 
“the sufferers crown,” this reward will rectify the 

many injustices Christians suffer in life. Those 

who have suffered much yet endured with a gra- 
cious Christian spirit will be given the crown of 
life. The crown is also a special reward for those who have been “faith- 
ful unto death” as a witness for Christ (Revelation 2:10 Kyv). 
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Crown of Glory. This is often called “the shepherd’s 

crown” or “the pastor's crown.” It will be reserved 

for those who have given their lives to the teach- 
ing of the Word of God (1 Peter 5:2-4). This 

would include pastors, Sunday school teachers, 
and Bible teachers of many kinds. 


Crown of Righteousness. A special crown will be 
given to those Christians who, inspired by the 
imminent return of Christ, live a very righteous 
and holy life. God does not demand talented ves- 
sels for His service. In fact, we need to remember 


that what comes from our lives is accomplished by His power, not our 
skills, or talent. God lays down one simple requirement: that a Chris- 
tian live holy. Somehow the doctrine of the imminent return of Christ 
has a purifying effect upon the believer (2 Timothy 4:8; Titus 2:12-14; 
John 3:2-3). 


Crown of Rejoicing. Often referred to as “the soul 
winner's crown,” this crown will be given to those 
who devoted great attention to the salvation of 
lost souls. Often this service is rendered obscurely, 
unknown to other Christians. Those unsung 
heroes and all who have given themselves to winning people to Christ 
will receive this crown (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). 


Crowns are a symbol of authority. As such, they denote the 
authority that will be granted to Christians during the millennial 
period when they reign with Christ for 1000 years. That does not 
mean, however, that Christians will be running around with one or 
more literal crowns upon their heads. Rather, in the same way a crown 
denotes a king or queen's authority, so it will be with believers during 
the millennium. Christians are now earning their level or position of 
service for Christ during the millennium. Knowing this should give 
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us incentive to pursue better and more lasting heights of Christian 
service here on Earth! 


A Final Exhortation 

By the way, with regard to crowns and rewards, when Paul spoke 
of believers whose “work is burned up” (1 Corinthians 3:15), he was 
not saying our salvation can be jeopardized. We can never lose our 
salvation. Rather, it’s possible we won't have anything to show for our 
life of Christian service. 

In Revelation 3:11, Jesus said, “I am coming quickly [suddenly]! 
Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.” Second 
John 8 warns, “Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things 
we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.” Many a Chris- 
tian has served the Lord for years only to capitulate to the enticement 
of carnality, sensuality, or some other temptation that turns him from 
serving Christ to reveling in the appetites of the flesh. Although they 
will not lose their salvation, they will forfeit their rewards or they may 
lose the crowns they have already earned. 

Every Christian who desires to serve Christ to the maximum dur- 
ing the millennium is advised to heed our Lord’s challenge to the 
church of Smyrna in Revelation 2:10: “Be faithful until death, and I 
will give you the crown of life.” 


CHAPTER 6 


The Coming Seven-Year Tribulation 


he most horrific period in the history of the world is yet to come. 
It is described by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself in Matthew 
24-25, where He calls it the “Great Tribulation.” This raises a big 
question: Why would a loving God—who gave His only begotten 
Son to die on the cross for the sins of all mankind—permit the world 
to go through such a catastrophic time of suffering and misery? 
To answer that question we must go back to the Garden of Eden, 
when Satan, the archenemy of God and mankind, enticed Eve and 
Adam to sin against God by deliberately disobeying Him. This caused 
the human race to fall from the perfect environment God put them 
into and led to the sin-cursed sojourn of mankind through history. 
This will all come to a gigantic crescendo, Jesus said, with “wars and 
rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes in various places” (Matthew 24:6-7). 
We humans, with our limited intelligence, cannot expect to 
understand the infinite ways of God, which the Bible declares are 


“past finding out” (Romans 11:33). Still, why would God unleash such 


horrific judgments upon the Earth in the last days? The answer to that 
is understood only in the light of God’s eternal plan for people and 
the fact we are living in the most significant period of all time—the 
days just before Christ's coming and the end of the age. 

What is the most significant meaning of Jesus’ words “all these 
things” in Matthew 24:6? “All these things” refer to the birth pangs we 
are to watch for. Later in verse 42, He said, “Watch therefore,” and in 
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verse 44 He warned, “Be ready.” In Matthew 25:13 He said, “Watch 

for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man 

is coming” (Matthew 25:13). These verses give ample proof that the 

time to prepare for the awesome events of God’s eternal plan for man- 
kind is now! That is what the Bible means when it states, “Now is the 

accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 

6:2). Why all these alerts? So that we might realize the urgency of call- 
ing people to Christ, not knowing how much time is left. 

The way I have reconciled God’s love and mercy with His judg- 
ment for sinners and those who reject Him is timing. That is, God 
knows what lies ahead. After the rapture, God will shake the earth 
with 21 judgments (described in Revelation 6-19) in a divine attempt 
to force people into making the eternal decision that will assure them 
of heaven forever, which is God’s desire, for He is “not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 
But He has given that choice to each individual. 

Millions are currently receiving Christ in these last days, more 
will respond to His 144,000 Jewish “servants of our God” (Revelation 
7:3) during the Tribulation, resulting in the conversion to Christ of 

“a great multitude which no one [can] number, of all nations, tribes, 


peoples, and tongues” (Revelation 7:9) 


The Judgments in the Great Tribulation 


Christ’s 
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x aE anne z Glorious 
Appearing 
aP] 
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Bowl (or Vial) Judgments 
Revelation 8,9 Revelation 15,16 
Trumpet Judgments 
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First Half of Tribulation The Great Tribulation 


Revelation 6-9 Revelation 13 
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Once the glorious appearing has occurred, everyone will have had 
to make a decision about whether or not they will accept Jesus Christ 
as their Lord and Savior. Those who have accepted Him will enter 
into His forever kingdom, and those who have rejected Him will be 
cast into hell for eternity (Matthew 25:46). 

While sharing about Christ with a man on a plane, I pointed out 
some of the wonderful plans God has for his eternal future and how 
he could be part of it. I was taken aback when he said, “I don't like that 
plan. I think God, if there is a god, will weigh our good deeds against 
our bad, and then determine whether to let us into His heaven... .if 
there is one.” As kindly as I could, I pointed out that God made the 
plan and he must either accept it or reject it. Then I added that God 
is “longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). He has offered the 
gift of eternal life that comes only through His Son Jesus. As Jesus 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me” (John 14:6). God has done His part. How will 
you respond? 

The Tribulation may sound severe, but in reality, God is loving 
and merciful for sending such a period of divine warning before ush- 
ering in eternity. The multitudes who do listen and repent of their sin 
will call God blessed and praise His name while they enjoy the bless- 
ing of heaven forever. To them, the seven-year Tribulation will have 
served as a warning to prepare them to meet God and enjoy Him for- 
ever (see Revelation 7— particularly verses 9-15). 


CHAPTER 7 


The Glorious Appearing, or 
the Coming of the King 


he greatest battle in human history will be the Battle of Arma- 

geddon, which will immediately conclude with Christ’s glorious 
appearing. It is at that moment that the Lord Jesus Christ will defeat 
the armies of the Antichrist and rid this world of Satan for 1000 years 
(Revelation 19:19-21; 20:1-2). 

We have already seen from the Spirit-filled pen of the apostle Paul 
in Titus 2:13 that he called the rapture “the blessed hope” (or the con- 
fident expectation of Christ’s coming to rapture His church). At the 
conclusion of the seven-year Tribulation, Christ will complete His 
second coming by descending to the Earth in what is called “the glo- 
rious appearing” to defeat His enemies and set up His 1000-year-long 
kingdom of righteousness. There is no question when this will take 
place. Jesus said it will be “immediately after the tribulation of those 
days” amid cosmic changes: “The sign of the Son of Man will appear 
in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they 
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory” (Matthew 24:29-30). 

The Battle of Armageddon will be the last great war of the Tribu- 
lation. It is at this time Christ will return to Earth: 


Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. 
And He whosat on him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were 
like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. 
He hada name written that no one knew except Himself. 
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He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God. And the armies in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed 
Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a 
sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations 
(Revelation 19:11-15). 


The Armies of Christ 

Note also that Jesus will come with “the armies in heaven,” who 
will follow Him “on white horses.” These armies will include the 
angelic hosts, the church that was raptured, and the Tribulation saints 
who were martyred for their faith. What’s especially significant is the 
garb these armies will wear: They are “clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean.” Soldiers are issued darker-colored uniforms for battle dress— 
not only for camouflage, but also because light-colored clothes would 
become soiled immediately. By contrast, the Commander-in-Chief of 
the heavenly forces will clothe His armies in white, a practice unheard 
of in the history of warfare. Christ will do this because no member of 
His armies will do battle. Not one of us will lift a finger, for the battle 
will be carried out by the spoken word of our Lord Himself. Here’s 
what will happen: 


I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against Him who sat on 
the horse and against His army. Then the beast was cap- 
tured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs 
in his presence, by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning 
with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword 
which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the 
horse... Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in 
his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, 
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who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thou- 
sand years (Revelation 19:19-20:2). 


This raises a question: Why will Satan be bound for 1000 years 
instead of being thrown into the lake of fire? The reason for this will 
be explained later in this book. But when Satan is defeated once again 
at the end of the 1000 years, Scripture says he will finally be thrown 
into the lake of fire. At this point, the unsaved people of all ages 
will be resurrected to stand before Jesus at the Great White Throne 


Judgment: 


Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on 
it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. 
And there was found no place for them. And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing before God, and books 
were opened. And another book was opened, which is 
the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according 
to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in 
them. And they were judged, each one according to his 
works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake 
of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire 
(Revelation 20:11-15). 


Once again, it’s important we recognize the great mercy of God as 
He reaches out to the lost even in the midst of the judgments of the 
Tribulation. Those who have rejected Christ will have done so after 
missing the rapture, refusing to heed the preaching of the spirit-filled 
144,000 servants of God, the angel with the everlasting gospel, the 
two witnesses, and other acts of God's mercy. 


Events of the Glorious Appearing 
While the many activities of the glorious appearing and the end 


THE GLORIOUS APPEARING, OR THE COMING OF THE KING 41 


of the age can easily make it a somewhat confusing event, with care- 
ful study, it’s possible to get a fairly good idea of what will happen and 
when. Below is a list of the events for the glorious appearing in the 
order that seems to best fit the whole of Scripture: 


1. It takes place immediately after the Tribulation 
(Matthew 24:29). 

2. Cosmic phenomena will occur in the sun, moon, and 
stars (Matthew 24:29). 

3. The sign of the Son of Man in heaven will be seen by 
everyone (Matthew 24:30), and Christ will gather His 
elect (verse 31). 

4, Heaven will open and Christ will appear on a white 
horse (Revelation 19:11). 

5. Christ will be followed by the armies of heaven 
(Revelation 19:14), prepared to judge the ungodly (Jude 
4-15). 

6. Christ will come in power and great glory (Matthew 
24:30). 

7. Christ will stand on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 
14:3-5). 

8. Unbelievers will mourn, for they are not ready (Matthew 
24:30). 

9. The beast (Antichrist) and his armies will confront Christ 
(Revelation 19:19). 

10. Christ will cast the beast and false prophet into the lake 
of fire (Revelation 19:20). 


11. Christ’s rejecters will be killed (Revelation 19:21). 


12. Satan will be cast into the bottomless pit for 1000 years 
(Revelation 20:1-3). 
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13. The Old Testament and Tribulation saints will be 
resurrected (Matthew 24:31; Revelation 20:4). 


14. Christ will judge the nations and establish His kingdom 
(Matthew 25). 


The Millennial Kingdom 
The glorious appearing of Christ will not only bring to consum- 

mation the enmity of Satan, his Antichrist, the false prophet, and the 

millions they deceive, but it will also usher in the millennial king- 
dom, during which Christ will establish a reign of righteousness on 

the Earth. Revelation 19:16 tells us that “on his robe and on his thigh 

he has this name written: King of kings and Lord of lords” (Revela- 
tion 19:16 nrv). A warrior goes into battle with his sword on his thigh; 

Christ’s sword will be His spoken word. The word that called the 

world into being will call every human leader and the world’s armies 

into subjection to Him. Christ Jesus, the living Lord, will be estab- 
lished in that day for what He is in reality—the King above all kings, 
the Lord above all lords. The prophet Zechariah said it best in 14:9: 

“The Lorn will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lorn will be 

the only one, and His name the only one.” Amen! 
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CHAPTER 8 


Israel—the Super Sign 
of Christ’s Coming 


am a Gentile by birth, yet I have always loved the Jewish people and 

the nation of Israel. First, because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
God’s “only begotten Son,” was miraculously conceived by the Holy 
Spirit in the womb of a young Jewish virgin, making Him the most 
unique person ever to be born. For He was born without inheriting 
the Adamic sin nature that we all share, making Him God in human 
flesh, the one and only person qualified to die for the sins of the entire 
world’s population. For the blood He sacrificed on that Roman cross 
was not human blood, but the divine blood of the Son of God. 

Second, I love the Jewish people because everything we as Chris- 
tians hold dear and sacred comes from the Bible, and God used the 
Jewish people to write His love letter to mankind of instructions for 
this life and the eternity to come. The books of Luke and Acts are the 
lone exceptions, for they were written by a first-century Greek phy- 
sician, Luke. Yet even he was led to Christ by the Jewish evangelist 
Saul of Tarsus. Without the Jews, mankind would not know about 
God or how to please Him and how to prepare to live with Him in 
heaven for eternity. 

Third, I love the Jewish people because they founded the church 
and, toa large extent, led it for the first three centuries. Unfortunately, 
as time went on, false teachers brought confusion into the church, 
and later, during the Dark Ages, the Catholic Church taught people 
should not read the Bible for themselves, but should be taught only 
through the clergy. Then came along the printing press and coura- 
geous individuals willing to translate the Bible and make it available 
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to the common people. ‘This, in turn, led to the Reformation and 
revivals. Thus many returned to the Judeo-Christian principles taught 
in God’s Word. The Founding Fathers of America were among those 
who made use of these principles. 

Among the ways America has been unique as a nation is that 
some of its past leaders have recognized God’s covenant to Abraham 
in Genesis 12:3: “I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse 
him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed” (Genesis 12:3). 

One reason America has been blessed more than any nation in 
history is that this country has been kind to Jewish people. For thou- 
sands of years the Jewish people have been persecuted and rejected by 
other nations, but they have been welcome in America. And when 
Israel became a nation in 1948, it was with tremendous support from 
the United States. Unfortunately, we are now seeing that support 
diminish rapidly among the secularists in government, education, the 
media, and the entertainment industry. We are witnessing more and 
more of the kind of hostility in Germany and other parts of Europe 
before and during World War II. I do not want what happened in 
Germany to happen to our country, for that would be the death knell 
of our great nation. 


God Has Never Revoked His Covenant with Israel 


That Israel is a supernatural nation is easily seen in the very fact 
of its existence in the world today. As we learned earlier, no nation in 
history has ever survived being uprooted from their national home- 
land for hundreds of years, then become a nation again. All other 
such nations have sunk beneath the sands of history and today are 
all but forgotten. 

Not so the Jewish people! Even though they were banished from 
the land shortly after Bar Kokhba’s revolt (around AD 135) and scat- 
tered all over the world, during the last 150 or so years they have 
gravitated back into their homeland—just as the Bible predicted (see 
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Ezekiel 20:33-38 and 36—37:1)). Israel’s emergence as a nation again 
is mute evidence that God keeps His word, which “cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35). Israel’s existence today defies human nature and Satan’s 
passion to raise up people like Hitler and the modern Islamists, who 
have wanted desperately to exterminate the Jewish people. Immedi- 
ately after Israel became a nation, the surrounding Arab nations tried 
to destroy her. In the face of far larger ground forces, Israel has sur- 
vived several wars and many terrorist attacks. That is a miracle in itself. 
But it also tells us we are living in the times of the signs that precede 
the end of the age. 

Christians who do not take the Bible literally for its face value 
meaning have erred in many areas, particularly in relation to Israel, 
the miracle nation. There are those who advocate what is called 

“replacement theology,” claiming that the church has replaced Israel 
in God’s plan for the future, and claiming that the end-times prom- 
ises God made for a regathered Israel now belong to the church. The 
problem is these advocates want to claim the blessings God has prom- 
ised for Israel’s future, but omit the curses also directed at Israel. They 
also fail to observe the fact God has ordained three groups of people 
in the end times. “Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks 
or to the church of God” (1 Corinthians 10:32). 

The three groups of people at the end time are (1) Gentiles, 
(2) Jews, and (3) Christians who have accepted Jesus as their Savior. 
I am often asked, What then are Jews who accept Jesus personally as 
their Messiah? Very simple: They are Christians by faith in Him who 
were born Jews. 

Dr. Thomas Ice, my colleague in writing Charting the End Times, 
wrote, 


The study of Bible prophecy is divided into three major 
areas: the nations (Gentiles), Israel, and the church. Of 
the three, more detail is given concerning God’s future 
plans for His nation Israel than for the nations or the 
church. When the church takes these prophecies to Israel 
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literally, as we do, then we see a great prophetic agenda 
that lies ahead for Israel as a people and nation. When 
the church spiritualizes these promises, as she has done 
too often in history, then Israel’s prophetic uniqueness 
is subsumed and merged unrealistically into the church. 
But if we handle Scripture carefully, we can see that God 
has an amazing and blessed future planned for individ- 
ual Jews and national Israel. That’s why we believe Israel 


> « 


is God’s “super sign” of the end times. 


God’s promises to Abraham and Israel are unconditional 

and guaranteed through the various subsequent cove- 
nants. A definite pattern for Israel’s future history was 

prophesied in Deuteronomy before the Jews set even one 

foot in the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 4:28-31). The 

predicted pattern for God’s program with Israel was to 

be as follows: They would enter the land under Joshua, 
and they would eventually turn away from the Lord and 

be expelled from the land and scattered among the Gen- 
tile nations. From there the Lord would regather the Jew- 
ish people during the latter days and they would pass 

through the Tribulation. Toward the end of the Tribula- 
tion they would recognize their Messiah and be regener- 
ated. Christ would then return to Earth and rescue Israel 

from the nations who are gathered at Armageddon to 

exterminate the Jews. A second regathering of the nation 

would then occur in preparation for the millennial reign 

with Christ, during which time all of Israel’s unfulfilled 

promises will be realized. This pattern is developed by the 

prophets and reinforced in the New Testament. 


As with the church and the nations, God is moving His 
chosen people—Israel—into place for the future fulfill- 
ment of His prophecies relating to the nation. He has 
already brought the Jewish people back to their ancient 
land (1948) and has given them Jerusalem (1967). 


IsRAEL—THE SUPER SIGN OF CHRIST'S COMING 


However, the current situation in Israel is one of con- 
stant turmoil and crisis, especially in the old city of 
Jerusalem. Eventually Israel will sign a covenant with 
the Antichrist, and that will initiate the seven-year 
Tribulation. 


Israel’s regathering and the turmoil are specific signs that 

God’s end-time program is on the verge of springing into 

full gear. In addition, the fact that all three streams of 
prophecy (the nations, Israel, and the church) are con- 
verging for the first time in history constitutes a sign in 

itself. This is why many students of prophecy believe that 

we are near the last days. If you want to know where his- 
tory is headed, simply keep your eye on what God is 

doing with Israel. ? 


Now the Loro had said to Abram: 


“Get out of your country, 

from your family 

and from your father’s house, 

to a land that I will show you. 

I will make you a great nation; 

I will bless you 

and make your name great; 

and you shall be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, 

and I will curse him who curses you; 


and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
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If you want a special blessing from God, make it a point to go 
out of your way to be kind to the Jewish people, for they are a spe- 
cial people of God. And pray that America will never change its pol- 
icy of blessing, protecting, and supporting Israel. For we are told in 
Genesis 12:1-3: 


CHAPTER 9 


The Only Way to Heaven 


n John 14:6, Jesus made this remarkable statement to His disciples, 
[; am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me” (John 14:6). He was telling them that belief in 
Him was the only way to heaven. This has to be one of the most 
incredible assertions Jesus ever made! Here, in one verse, Jesus sums 
up the one true way to God, who alone is able to grant us eternal life. 
No matter how many good works and deeds a person may do, the 
Bible is clear: Salvation is “not by works of righteousness that we have 
done, but according to His mercy” (Titus 3:5). 


What Jesus Was Saying 

“I am the way’—He alone is the way to God. 

“T am...the truth”—He alone is the true path to heaven. 

“Iam. ..the life’—He alone is the source of eternal life. 

Jesus the Christ, who willingly died for our sins on the cross, 
proved from His resurrection from the dead that He alone is the only 
complete and acceptable sacrifice for our sins. He alone has met all 
the divine requirements so we may have eternal life. No person who 
ever lived could have atoned for his own sins, much less the sins of 
billions of others. However, because Jesus was the only begotten Son 
of God, He could cleanse the sins of all who call upon Him by faith: 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). 

What sets Christianity apart from all other faiths is that it is the 


only one based on the sacrificial death and subsequent resurrection 
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of its founder. How do we know the resurrection really happened? 

Very simple: There would be no Christianity without Jesus’ resur- 
rection. After He rose again, He was examined closely by His disci- 
ples, some of whom touched and ate with Him. In Acts 1:3 we read 

that “he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 

that he was alive” (ntv). Some 500 people saw Him after the resur- 
rection—all served as eyewitnesses verifying what had happened (see 

1 Corinthians 15:6). The truth of Jesus’ bodily resurrection, which has 

been attacked repeatedly through the ages, has stood the test of time 

for 2000 years. Today, Christianity is the faith of choice for millions 

of people worldwide. 


What Makes Evangelical Christianity Unique 

Evangelical Christianity is comprised of many different churches, 
denominations, and independent Bible study groups. While the 
people in these various groupings may differ on minor issues of doc- 
trine, they agree on the essential teachings of the faith. They agree on 
the person and work of Jesus Christ, and they agree that the virgin- 
born only begotten Son of God lived a sinless life, died sacrificially for 
the sins of the world, and rose again from the dead. 

They also agree with what Jesus said is the one necessary step a per- 
son must take to become a Christian: “Unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Jesus made that state- 
ment to Nicodemus, who asked, “How can aman be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 
(verse 4). Jesus was saying that to become a Christian, one must be 
reborn spiritually. He wasn't talking about physical birth, but spiritual. 
This runs parallel to the biblical teachings that only through belief in 
Christ can we have our sins forgiven and obtain eternal life. 

Occasionally I meet someone who says, “I don't like there being 
only one way to heaven.” In fact, I once met a hospital chaplain, a 
Universalist, who believed all religions were equal. He said he minis- 
tered to Buddhists, Christians, Tibetans, and even Islamists with the 
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same message of comfort because, according to him, “they all believe 
in the same God.” We had quite a discussion about Jesus’ declaration 
that He alone was the way, truth, and life. Finally the chaplain said, 

“I don't like a God who would send people to hell for not believing 
in His one way of salvation.” I responded, “We are told we must be 
born again. We do not make the rules. Only God can do that. And 
He sent His Son into this world to make it possible for us to have our 
sins forgiven and be born again spiritually so we can live in God’s 
kingdom for eternity.” 

Here is the one question I ask you now: Have you been born again 
by personally inviting Jesus Christ to come into your heart to forgive 
your sins and save your soul? 

If not, please bow your head right now and pray the following 
prayer or one like it: 


Lord Jesus, I believe You died for me on the cross and rose 
again from the grave so that I could become saved. Please 
forgive me of my sins, and come into my heart and save me. 
Today I give my life to You for whatever You want me to do. 


If you are already a Christian, thank God for your salvation and 
assurance of eternal life. And thank Him as well that when the rap- 
ture happens, you'll be taken up to the Father’s house in heaven to be 
with Him forever. 

And if you have just received Christ as your Savior, I would 
encourage you to grow in Him by reading His Word. Commit your- 
self to reading one to three chapters of the Bible every day. You can 
start with the Gospel of John, sometimes called the “Gospel of belief,” 
then go from there into the rest of the Bible, a collection of 66 books 
that make up the world’s greatest library. 


CHAPTER 10 


Quick Answers to Questions 
About Bible Prophecy 


rophecy makes up 28 percent of the entire Bible. For God to 

have given that much coverage to the subject makes it obvious 
He wanted us to know about the future. According to Ecclesiastes 
3:11, “He has put eternity in their [people's] hearts,” which explains 
mankind’s ongoing fascination with where he will spend eternity after 
death. God, the only one who knows “the end from the beginning” 
(Isaiah 46:10), has revealed it to us before it occurs. As we saw ear- 
lier, more than 500 of the 1000-plus prophecies in the 66 books of 
the Bible have been fulfilled literally and accurately. This affirms that 
only God can predict the future and have it come to pass. Given that 
track record, we can be certain the end-time prophecies not yet ful- 
filled will also be fulfilled literally. 

In the more than 60 years I have been preaching and teaching on 
Bible prophecy worldwide, I have been asked thousands of questions 
on the subject. There are some questions that come up again and 
again because people are so curious about the answers. Below are the 
ten questions I hear most frequently: 


1. When Christians die, where do they go, what body do they take 
on, and will they still be able to communicate? 

The thief on the cross turned in repentance to Christ and said, 

“Lord, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.” Jesus said 


to him, “I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 
23:42-43). This thief represents all sinners who call on the Lord for 
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salvation. They are guaranteed to be with Christ in Paradise, which 
means all those who are born again through faith in Him. 
Philippians 3:20-21 indicates our bodies will be like Jesus’ body 
after the resurrection. Elsewhere in the Bible we read that after Jesus 
rose again, He was recognizable, could communicate, and could even 
eat fish. He could not only communicate with His disciples and others, 
but so could Lazarus, the beggar in Luke 16:20-31 who went to Abra- 
ham’s side after he died. From there, Lazarus was able to communi- 
cate across the “great gulf fixed” (verse 26) to the rich man who died in 
unbelief. This supports the fact we will be able to communicate with 


our loved ones in heaven. 


2. How can we be certain that Jesus will return to take His church 
to heaven? 

For several reasons: (1) Jesus promised to do this, and He said His 
Word would never pass away. (2) Scripture contains 109 promises of 
His first coming, all of which were fulfilled literally. There are more 
than 300 promises that He will come again, and we can be certain 
God will fulfill all those as well. (3) Every disciple who wrote in the 
New Testament referred to Jesus’ second coming, and some several 
times. (4) All end-times prophecy culminates the present church age 
with Christ’s return, either to rapture His church or to establish His 
1000-year millennial kingdom. (All 329 second-coming prophecies 
are listed in the back of the Tim LaHaye Prophecy Study Bible in the 
“Master Index to Bible Prophecy.” This Bible, if not available at your 
local Christian bookstore, can be ordered from Tim LaHaye Minis- 
tries at https://timlahaye.com.) 


3, We know that the apostle Paul gave the details of the rapture 
of the church in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, but did Jesus ever men- 
tion the rapture? 

Yes. In fact, He was the first to do so in John 14:1-3, the day 
after Israel had rejected Him as Messiah and one day before He was 
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crucified. The language in John 14:1-3 speaks of Christ coming from 

heaven to Earth to take His own back to the Father's house. This pas- 
sage, taken literally, indicates that the believer is going to go to heaven 

at the time of Christ’s coming for Him. John 14:1-3 cannot be talk- 
ing about Christ’s glorious appearing, because in that event, Christ 

comes with His saints, who are already in heaven, not for His saints, 
as stated in John 14:1-3. What we have in John 14:1-3 is Christ’s rev- 
elation of a new mystery: that the church will be raptured and taken 

to the Father’s house. 


4. How do we know that the rapture does not occur until the end 
of the seven-year Tribulation, just before Jesus comes to set up 
his kingdom? 

This is known as the post-tribulation view of the rapture. Many 
Bible scholars note that our Lord’s promise in John 14:1-3 parallels the 
words in another key New Testament passage, 1 Thessalonians 4:13- 
18. It was the late Mennonite commentator J.B. Smith* who dem- 
onstrated just how similar these two passages are. Dr. Smith made 
word-for-word comparisons between a rapture passage (1 Thessalo- 
nians 4:13-18) and a clear second-coming text (Revelation 19:11-21) 
and found no significant parallels. “Hence it is impossible that one 
sentence or even one phrase can be alike in the two lists,” observes Dr. 
Smith. “And finally, not one word in the two lists is used in the same 
relation or connection.” He goes on to conclude that “it would be 
difficult if not impossible to find elsewhere any two important pas- 
sages of Scripture that are so diverse in the words employed and so 
opposite in their implications... We believe. . .the words of these two 
passages. ..describe different events.”° 

However, when we compare John 14:1-3 with 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18, we see amazing parallels. That John 14:1-3 is a rapture ref- 
erence is supported by the progression of the words and thoughts of 
Paul’s more extensive rapture teaching in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Dr. 
Smith notes the following as a result of this comparison: 
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The words or phrases are almost an exact parallel. They 
follow one another in both passages in exactly the same 
order. Only the righteous are dealt with in each case. 
There is not a single irregularity in the progression of 
words from first to last. Either column takes the believer 


from the troubles of earth to the glories of heaven.’ 


It appears obvious, then, that Jesus’ teaching in John 14:1-3 and 
Paul’s revelation in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 speak of the same event. 
Dr. Smith concludes, “It is but consistent to interpret each passage as 
dealing with the same event—the Rapture of the church.” * How else 
does one explain the progression of eight specific words or phrases 
in exactly the same order, in two different passages, by two differ- 
ent spokesmen? It is clear that these passages refer to the same future 
event: the rapture of the church. 


COMPARING JESUS’ AND PAUL'S WORDS 
ON THE RAPTURE 


John 14:1-3 | Thessalonians 4:13-18 
trouble v. 1 sorrow v. 13 
believe v. 1 believe v. 
God, me v.1 Jesus, God v. 
told you v. 2 say to you v 
come again v.3 coming of the Lord v. 
receive you v.3 caught up v. 
to myself v.3 to meet the Lord v. 
be where I am v.3 ever be with the Lord v. 


5. What scriptures show that Christ will come before the 
Tribulation? 

1 Thessalonians 1:10—“ ...to wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath 


to come.” 
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1 Thessalonians 5:9-10—“God did not appoint us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.” 

Christians are not appointed to the time of God’s wrath, or the 
Tribulation, which is a specific time period mentioned 49 times in 
the Old Testament and described extensively in Revelation chapters 
6 through 19. It is good to keep in mind that the book of Revelation 
mentions the church 17 times in the first three chapters, but does not 
mention it after John (a member of the church) is taken to heaven in 
4:1-2. There is no mention of the church at all during the entire Trib- 
ulation in Revelation 6-19. Why? Because the church will not be on 
the Earth during those seven years, but with Christ in heaven. 

Revelation 3:10 also makes it clear that the Tribulation period is 
not intended for the church, but for unbelievers. Note carefully what 

Jesus promised: “Because you have kept My command to persevere, I 
also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the 
whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.” 


6. Why will God allow such a gruesome time of worldwide suffer- 
ing just before the coming of Christ in His glorious appearing? 


One cannot always know why God allows certain things to 
happen, for the Bible tells us that God’s ways are “past finding out” 
(Romans 11:33). However, in Daniel 9:24, we read six reasons God 
has determined for the seven-year Tribulation to take place: 


1. “To finish the transgression” 

2. “To make an end of sin” 

3. “To make reconciliation for iniquity” 
4. “To bring in everlasting righteousness” 
5. “To seal up the vision and prophecy” 
6. “To anoint the Most Holy” 
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In addition, because God is “merciful, gracious, and longsuffer- 
ing” (Exodus 34:6), I believe yet another reason for the Tribulation is 
that it will shake up the people of Earth and destroy their false sense 
of security so that they might call on the name of the Lord for His 
mercy and salvation before the end. 


7. Why does God, at the end of the Tribulation, bind Satan in the 
bottomless pit for 1000 years, then release him one more time to 
deceive the nations? 

This is another why question about God. Because we have finite 
minds, we should be reluctant to try to determine God's purposes 
behind what He does or allows. However, we can know with cer- 
tainty God is a merciful God who loves the people of this world. His 
desire is that all would repent and call upon His Son for salvation, as 
stated in 2 Peter 3:9. 

We also know that God has a wonderful plan for our lives not only 
on Earth but also in heaven, for Jesus went to prepare a place for us. 

From the beginning, however, Satan has wanted to derail God’s 
plan. Jesus, in His parable of the sower in Matthew 13, said that 

“when anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not under- 

stand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown 
in his heart” (Matthew 13:19). In other words, Satan will use what- 
ever means he can to keep people from receiving the message about 
Christ. Remember, Satan is a liar, a deceiver, and a master at enticing 
people to reject the Savior. 

But during the millennium, it will be different. Satan will be 
bound “so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thou- 
sand years were finished” (Revelation 20:3). Then after 


the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released 
from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations 
which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle...And fire 
came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 
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The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet 
are. And they will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever (Revelation 20:7-10). 


Remember that the people who survive the Tribulation and are 
still alive on Earth when it ends will enter into Christ’s 1000-year 
kingdom with bodies that have not yet been glorified. They will be 
able to have children—and the reason the world population will grow 
so much is because there will be no wars during Christ's righteous 
reign. According to Isaiah 65:17-20, people who are 100 years old will 
be considered mere youths. 

The people who are born during the 1000-year kingdom will 
also have children—some of whom will receive Christ as Savior, yet 
others who wont. At the end of the 1000 years, it is those who choose 
to remain unbelievers that Satan will recruit for one final rebellion 
against God. And when Satan is defeated, God will have confirmed 
once and for all that He is ruler of the universe, and that man is inca- 
pable of doing anything good apart from God. Even many of the 
unbelievers who have the benefit of living in Christ’s 1000-year king- 
dom of righteousness will still reject Him with hardened hearts— 
showing they are beyond rehabilitation. 


8. Is there any biblical evidence to indicate that those who miss 
the rapture can still be saved during the Tribulation? 


Yes, as long as they do not receive the mark of the beast, which 
seems to be a final and eternally binding decision to reject Christ 
and the salvation He offers. In Revelation 7 is a beautiful descrip- 
tion of the 144,000 sons of Abraham who will receive the mark of 
the Father as special witnesses (like the apostle Paul), who will win 

“a multitude that no man can number” during those closing days of 
the Tribulation in verses 9-17. But those who take the mark of the 
beast will be professing allegiance to him, thereby making a full rejec- 
tion of Christ. 
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9. If the rapture occurs prior to the Tribulation, why does Paul, 
in 1 Corinthians 15:50-58, say that it is triggered by “the last 
trumpet” (verse 52), when the seven trumpet judgments have 
yet to sound (Revelation 8 and 9) during the second half of the 
Tribulation? 


In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul is talking to Christians who are alive 
before the Tribulation—thus it is the “last trumpet” for the church, 
all of whom (both the living and the dead in Christ) will heed and 
be raptured to heaven. The seven trumpet judgments will not occur 
until later, during the Tribulation. They are for the “nations, tribes, 
peoples, and tongues” (Revelation 7:9). Thus the “last trumpet’ is for 
all believers prior to the Tribulation, and the seven trumpets are for 
those from all the people groups who are left behind during the Trib- 
ulation but refuse to repent and receive Christ. 


10. In addition to the four scriptures that promise Christians will 
not go through the Tribulation, is there any “slam dunk” reason 
for believing that the rapture cannot occur after the Tribulation? 


Consider this: If Christ were to wait until the end of the Tribu- 
lation to rapture the church, and given the fact Jesus taught in Mat- 
thew 25:31 that all unbelievers will be cast into hell when He sets up 
His kingdom, that means there would be no one left alive on Earth at 
the end of the Tribulation to help populate the 1000-year kingdom. 
Keep in mind that once believers are taken to heaven, they will have 
glorified bodies and will no longer reproduce (see Matthew 22:30). 
That means only those left on Earth during the Tribulation—and 
who survive to the end—will be able to populate the Earth during 
the millennial kingdom. But if all believers are raptured at the end of 
the Tribulation, and at the same time all unbelievers are cast into hell, 
then who will be left in their unglorified bodies to populate the world 
during the millennium? No one. What a tragedy! 

Those who teach a post-Tribulation rapture have no answer for 
where the millennial population will come from. Onlya pre-Tribulation 
rapture allows for that. 


Notes 


Henry Morris and John Whitcomb, The Revelation Record (El Cajon, CA: Institute for 
Creation Research, 1983), 451. 


- Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice, Charting the End Times (Eugene, OR: Harvest House 


Publishers, 2001), 118-19. 


. Ibid., 84. 
. J.B. Smith, A Revelation of Jesus Christ: A Commentary on the Book of Revelation (Scottdale, 


PA: Herald Press, 1961), 311-13. 


. Ibid., 312. 


Ibid. 


. Ibid., 312-13. 
. Ibid., 313. 


59 


